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Making Home: Queer Migrations 
and Motions of Attachment 

Anne-Marie Fortier 

Within predominantly gay, but also lesbian, literatures of the Euro
American world, the 'coming out' story has become an established genre 
of self-narrative and self-identification (Plummer 1995). A recurring 
theme in these stories is the association of migration with the fulfilment 
of the 'true' homosexual self outside of the family home of one's child
hood: 'coming out' means 'moving out' of the childhood 'home' and 
relocating oneself elsewhere, in another 'home' (Brown 2000: 50 inter 
alia). This chapter is about evocations of the 'original' family home in 
narratives of queerl migrations, and how this 'home' is differently figured 
and refigured in relation to different movements: leaving home, returning 
home and homing. I discuss how narratives of queer migrations constitute 
different versions of what Avtar Brah (1996: 180) calls 'homing desires': 
desires to feel at home achieved by physically or symbolically (re)consti· 
tuting spaces which provide some kind of ontological security in the 
context of migration (Fortier 2000: 163). For as David Eng states, 'despite 
frequent and trenchant queer dismissals of home and its discontents, it 
would be a mistake to underestimate enduring queer affiliations to this 
concept' (1997: 32). 

What interests me here is not why gay and lesbian affiliations to home 
endure, but how 'home' is deployed in gay and lesbian migration narra
tives. More specifically, I shall examine how the familial home figures in 
textual renditions of queer migrations. Rather than seeing the childhood 
home as simply left behind, displaced or replaced by something new in 
the process of migration, I propose to explore how it is produced differ
ently through different movements of the 'queer' outside or inside the 
homespace. A central aim of this chapter is to decentre the heterosexual, 
familial 'home' as the emblematic model of comfort, care and belonging. 
I thus offer a re-reading of the trope of 'coming out' of the childhood 
home, on the one hand (in the first section), which I cast against narratives 
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